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Tri-State Oral Surgery and Norton Dentistry’s New
Approach to an Old Problem: Dental implants
Dentistry, like much of health care, has been
quickly evolving. Although tooth loss has been improving
throughout the last decades, many individuals still face the
loss of all teeth which creates difficulty with eating, speech,
and appearance. Dental implants have given patients the ability to restore the dentition in a way that appears and functions
like normal. Drs. Norton and Wohlford are local dentists who
are able to provide patients with many options when tooth
loss becomes inevitable.
Dental implants are titanium fixtures which are surgically placed into the bone of the jaws. When allowed to heal,
they become permanently anchored to the bone, giving the
restorative dentist a mechanism to replace individual teeth
or to retain a denture. Sue was a patient of Dr. Glenn Norton,
who is a local restorative dentist. She had an upper denture
for years and was facing the loss of her remaining lower teeth.
Many patients have significant difficulty retaining a lower
denture because of the mobility of the tongue. Dental implants
were discussed as a way to attach the denture to the jaws so
that it functioned more like her natural teeth. This would also
allow a more natural position of the teeth, which gives the face
a more natural appearance.
Dr. Mark Wohlford is an oral surgeon practicing in
Evansville. Sue was referred to his office for the removal of
the remaining lower teeth with simultaneous placement of
the implants. Dr. Norton had fabricated a temporary denture
which could be worn home the same day as the surgery. This
allowed Sue to never be seen in public without her teeth.
After 10 weeks of healing, the dental implants were stable
enough to use. At that time, Dr. Norton began the process of
establishing the ideal tooth positions for the final restoration.
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This involved positioning the teeth and gums of the lower
teeth for ideal function and appearance. Dr. Norton worked
with Sue to ensure that her esthetic concerns were addressed
as well as speech and chewing. Once the restoration was finalized, it was secured to the implants. The final result is teeth
which appear realistic and cannot be removed by the patient.
However, Dr. Norton can remove this appliance for periodic
cleaning and any necessary repairs.
Implants have been part of dentistry for many years.
However, the surgery has become less invasive and more
predictable. In addition, the restorative options are many giving patients choices when keeping teeth is no longer possible.
Working with a team that communicates well is essential to
getting the results that you want.
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